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This course will start by exploring the idea of causal inference and how it relates to identification. It will
explain Rubin’s potential outcomes framework, alternative viewpoints within the profession, and how
other disciplines outside of economics define causality. The theory of regression discontinuity will then
be discussed, providing an example of how to obtain causal estimates when there is selection on
unobservables. The discussion will not concentrate on formal proofs or derivations, but rather explore
the advantages and limitations of the method. The final lecture will provide an in-depth example of how
to implement regression discontinuity, using an application which aims to identify peer effects in
program participation.

Topic 1: Causal Inference
Topic 2: Regression Discontinuity
Topic 3: Peer Effects Application
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