Title: Understanding and Evaluating Decentralized Government Policies within a Federal System

Lecture 1: Decenralized Government Policies in the Context of Mobility, Market Power, and
Competition
Lecture 2: Decentralized Government Policies in a Federalist System: Federal Policy

Interventions and Vertical Competition
Lecture 3: Evaluating the Welfare Implications of Decentralized Policy in Federal System

Course Description: This series of lectures focuses on the examination of decentralized (local and
regional) government policies. In the first lecture, we review both the theoretical and empirical
literature that examines how both the mobility of taxable resources among localities and the
competition among these local governments engendered by this resource mobility affects local
policies. The second lecture focuses on the involvement of higher levels of governments into the
realm of local policies and how federalism might alter local policies and the efficacy of local policies.
In the third lecture we consider the more limited literature on quantifying the welfare effects of local
tax and service policies including measurement of spillover benefits and costs incurred in other
localities.
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