
Title of the lecture series: Topics in Urban Economics 

Subtitles for each single lecture of the series: 

1. Approaches to the evaluations of spatial amenities 
2. Economic geography models 
3. Spatial policies 

Brief course outline: 

In this lecture series, we will survey a few selected topics in urban economics. Spatial amenities 
are goods that are tied to location (e.g., sunshine, scenic views, pollution, school quality, crime, 
housing supply, and many others). In addition to conventional amenities, it is crucial to think 
about local market access because people are geographically mobile (e.g., workers often 
commute to a workplace outside of their neighborhood of residency). Evaluating the demand for 
and welfare consequences of these amenities is important for urban economists and 
policymakers. We will study key theoretical frameworks, in particular economic geography 
models, in the urban literature and empirical strategies to answer research questions.  
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