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This course reviews recent developments in the economic literatures on population health and 
wellbeing. Topics that are covered include the impact of pollution on health, disparities in longevity, and 
the analysis of happiness data. 
  
 
Lecture 1: Pollution 
 
- Deryugina, T. and Reif, J., 2023. The Long-run Effect of Air Pollution on Survival (No. w31858). 
National Bureau of Economic Research. 
Slides: https://julianreif.com/research/reif.wp.pollution.slides.pdf 
 
- Alexander, D. and Schwandt, H., 2022. The impact of car pollution on infant and child health: Evidence 
from emissions cheating. The Review of Economic Studies, 89(6), pp.2872-2910. 
 
 
  
Lecture 2: Longevity 
 
- Chetty, R., Stepner, M., Abraham, S., Lin, S., Scuderi, B., Turner, N., Bergeron, A. and Cutler, D., 2016. 
The association between income and life expectancy in the United States, 2001-2014. Jama, 315(16), 
pp.1750-1766. 
 
- Schwandt, H., Janet Currie, Marlies Bär, James Banks, Paola Bertoli, Aline Bütikofer, Sarah Cattan, 
Beatrice Zong-Ying Chao, Claudia Costa, Libertad Gonzalez, Veronica Grembi, Kristiina Huttunen, René 
Karadakic, Lucy Kraftman, Sonya Krutikova, Stefano Lombardi, Peter Redler, Carlos Riumallo-Herl, Ana 
Rodríguez-González, Kjell Salvanes, Paula Santana, Josselin Thuilliez, Eddy van Doorslaer, Tom Van 
Ourti, Joachim Winter, Bram Wouterse, and Amelie Wuppermann, 2021. Inequality in mortality between 
Black and White Americans by age, place, and cause and in comparison to Europe, 1990 to 
2018. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 118(40), p.e2104684118. 

- “Why Americans Die So Much” https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/09/america-life-
expectancy-spans-death-europe/620028/ 
 
 
Lecture 3: Happiness 

- Deaton, A., 2018. What do self-reports of wellbeing say about life-cycle theory and policy?. Journal of 
Public Economics, 162, pp.18-25. 
 
- Kimball, M.S. and Willis, R.J., 2023. Utility and happiness (No. w31707). National Bureau of Economic 
Research. 

- Schwandt, H., 2016. Unmet aspirations as an explanation for the age U-shape in wellbeing. Journal of 
Economic Behavior & Organization, 122, pp.75-87. 
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