
CES Lectures 
                                 
  

“Roots of Growth and Inequality in the Wealth of Nations”  
 

Oded Galor 
 
 
What sparked humanity’s leap from stagnation to prosperity? What drives the vast inequality among nations? 
This lecture series will examine the evolution of societies in the course of human history, uncovering the 
universal forces that have shaped humanity’s journey and driven the dramatic transformation of living 
standards over the past two centuries. The series will shed light on the role of deeply rooted factors—
institutions, culture, geography, and human diversity—in the emergence of vast disparities in the wealth of 
nations. 
 
Lectures’ Outline: 
 
Lecture I:  The Journey of Humanity: Roots of Growth and Inequality in the Wealth of Nations 
Lecture II: The Geographical Origins of Persistent Variations in Growth-Enhancing Cultural Traits 
Lecture III:  The Out of Africa Hypothesis of Comparative Development 
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